Church of St. Mary at Clinton Heights

The Parish of St. John the Evangelist/St. Joseph

b @2 NH

163 Columbia Turnpike 53 Herrick Street (PO Box 256)
Rensselaer, NY 12144 Rensselaer, NY 12144
Phone: 518-449-2232 Phone: 518-465-0482
Fax: 518-449-2234 Fax: 518-449-7088
Email: office@stmaryny.org Email: sjesjparish@aol.com
Webpage: www.stmaryny.org Webpage: www.sjesj.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmaryny Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnstjoseph
PARISH STAFF
Reverend Thomas E. Konopka, Mdiv, LCSW - Pastor 518-449-2232 FNI2YXadYF NB y
Alfred Censullo Deacon 518-449-2232, Ext. 20 deaconal@stmaryny.org
Pastoral Associate for Evangelization,
Maureen Billa Catechesis, and Administration 518-449-2232, Ext. 12 maureenbilla@stmaryny.org
Administrative Assistant to the Pastoral
Associate for Evangelization, Catechesis,
Gina Gentile and Administration 518-449-2232, Ext. 16 gina@stmaryny.org
518-449-2232, Ext. 13 or |ben@stmaryny.org or
Ben Patten Pastoral Associate - Operations 518-465-0482, Ext. 219 |sjesjparish@aol.com
Carl Hackert Director of Music Ministry 518-449-2232,Ext. 15 |carl@stmaryny.org
Terry Kois Administrative Assistant - CSM 518-449-2232, Ext. 10 terry@stmaryny.org
Gina Gentile Administrative Assistant - SJESJ 518-465-0482, Ext. 210 |sjesjrecpt@aol.com
Brian Reynolds Facilities - SJESJ 518-465-0482

Celebration of the Eucharist

Saturday -  4:00pm @ SJESJ
Sunday - 8:00am @ CSM
Sunday - 9:30am @ SJESJ
Sunday - 11:00am @ CSM

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday -
Thursday -

3:30pm - 3:45pm @ SJES)
5:00pm - 6:00pm @ CSM

Sacrament of Baptism
Call the Parish Office of the Church you wish to have your child baptized or visit their website for some additional information.

Sacrament of Marriage
Call the Parish Office of the Church you wish to be married one year before the wedding date or visit their website for some ad-

ditional

information.

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
Upon request and communally two (2) times per year.
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All Saints Day - November 1st
Tomorrow we take a step back to thank God for all those men and women who throughout the centuries
have been prime examples of how to be a follower of Jesus. The Church acknowledges with complete cer-
tainty that these men and women are in heaven with God continually praying for and with us. In their lives,
we see how to follow Jesus. In their teachings, we come to know God better. In those who died for Christ,
we see the power of faith. Our saints reflect all vocations and people - single, married, religious, and clergy.
Our saints were not perfect; what makes them saints is that they stayed faithful to Jesus and were rooted in
their love for him. As Catholics, we do not worship the saints; worship is for God alone. We venerate their
memory and their lives and trust in their intercession for us. The saints are not “super humans;” they are our
brothers and sisters throughout history who show us that the Christian life can be lived when a person
strives to live every day in union with God. They teach us that we must be people of deep prayer and con-
viction. The Mother of God has a special place of veneration because of her role in the history of salvation.
She is the prime example of discipleship showing us the way to follow her Son. May all the saints intercede

for us before the throne of grace and show us the way to our Father.

All Souls Day - November 2nd
| read somewhere that we celebrate with joy and white vestments the feast of all the saints and then put on
the purple of sorrow and mourning as we remember those who have gone before, and we pray for their
eternal rest. The best explanation of the doctrine of purgatory was given by Saint Pope John Paul Il on Au-
gust 4, 1999. He wrote:

Following our catechesis on the reality of heaven and hell, today we consider "Purgatory," the process of
purification for those who die in the love of God but who are not completely imbued with that love.
Sacred Scripture teaches us that we must be purified if we are to enter into perfect and complete union with
God. Jesus Christ, who became the perfect expiation for our sins and took upon Himself the punishment
that was our due, brings us God's mercy and love. But before we enter into God's Kingdom, every trace of
sin within us must be eliminated, every imperfection in our soul must be corrected. This is exactly what
takes place in Purgatory. Those who live in this state of purification after death are not separated from God
but are immersed in the love of Christ. Neither are they separated from the saints in heaven - who already enjoy the fullness of
eternal life - nor from us on earth - who continue on our pilgrim journey to the Father's house. We all remain united in the Mysti-
cal Body of Christ, and we can therefore offer up prayers and good works on behalf of our brothers and sisters in Purgatory.

What a doctrine of hope. Even though we live the best we can on this earth, no one will be perfect on the day of their death.
However, if Jesus has been the “North Star” of our lives, then that which is imperfect will become perfect. May all the dead find
eternal peace with God.

Anointing of the Sick - November 6th @ 12:00 noon @ STJSTJ for both parishes
“Is anyone among you sick? He should summon the presbyters of the church, and they should pray over him and anoint [him]
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